VVAS'C'"
AND i}

Matter uf

<WLA5Q'1

‘ling."T
|gain, for the.,

‘jant npw hecause
fr;mm “this chdnge\ and gain

' in‘g" the publi¢’

Lﬁa

3 1963

CPYRGHT

‘acl .
4 Debt Is Owed ,

Safhinlaed Approvec? For Release :

CIA-RDP75-00001R00

FOIAb3b

o« By Joseph Alsop

‘ _ycars,
he world
radically
fact, which.

visory lommliloes, the Kil-
liag_ commiltes on surprise
attack,

the t sha
we ]15§

Rt “already been proposed
) the Air Force by the bril-
B 14t Kclly Johnson of;, Lock-

“heed Aviation, but the idea
”had been tur nod down flat.

yﬁ.‘he intric ate, half-acci-

The fact is
thatw we now
kﬁﬁ‘

Govermment, the Killian
committee recommendation
brought together a three-star
~team, composed of Kelly

between this
country and
the . Soviet
Union De-

1960, we have knowha.. . ..

This is a chanﬂe jnc.\lcul-

ably. Erofoggd reach-
is also an, jAicalculable

In record time, these three
bulled the U-2 thmﬂgh from
concept to realiity. The
strange new aircraft was
thereupon assigned . to the CIA,

- Bissell thus became com-
mander of an independent
U-2 air force, in -addition to
‘his other duties. )
So much is -fairly

&nd“this needs 141
¢yihe_man ta

e largely owed is now leav-.

Service, un- well

: e]qewhcto) is the second chap-

y.be because
5. 0f £ ,_,ter ‘of the story that opened
s, Before . with the U-2.

Blsaell was dye ., ",

Allen Dulles as . ,BECAUSE the mtervals be-
llC( tdi‘ f'f’“ihe Central Intel- - fween U-2- flighls were un:
’ dcy .But some- _avoidably long, and for other
technical reasons as well, the
U-2 did no .maore thar open a
.small chink in the .Iron Cur-

ﬂ% will m‘

' ;ﬁ;om Presldent

nf down had a tain. Contirary to what many

sh 1e of hlame; and Bissell imagine, the U2 .did not
hm? among those. who really replace guesses about

{ook the Soviet Union with true

AP 5

Another Jdb followed«a
fairly big job, but onc that
is how ending for reasons
that aré not’ ESpema]ly rele-

vant. &1l that is relevant, at
the mom@nt, ig to record just.
how the closed Soviet society
ceased to bﬁ_ closed for all
practical purpoab

THIS rarfitkable story be-
gan in the summer of 1954
when one of President Lisen-
hower's numerous special ad-

knowledge.

Yet the new plane’s success
was very great, all the same.
And this success in turn di:
rected attention to the recon-
naissance satellile project pre-
viously initiated.by the Air
Force Research and Develop-
ment Command.

From this public project,
until -then rather languidly
prosecuted. a# ehunk was
quick  stricily ciassified, but
amply finaonced, And an all-

suggesied building a
repdnnaissance plane of the
P of the TU-2. Such a plane

_ dental. processes familiar in

[4pite its clased socie Johnson, the famous E. H.
; Land. ol the Polaroid Co,
ti and Bissell from the CIA,

nse. We who was the frlend of bothﬁ
before, “but since . Auguat the others.

lebrated warded, al— known to informed pecsons.

"< ks | 4What is not well known (and

ER of theﬂ»would not be discused in this

Saneral p recalls the space if the main facts had.-
ngme of Rig &’,ﬂ,M Bissell, , ot already been published

out secret effort lo build a
warkable reconnaissance sat-
ellite bagan, ..

This time Lt Gen, Bernarvd
Schrievel ‘of the Research and
Development Cominand
worked with Bissell. Brig.
Gen, Oswald Ritland was Bis-
sell’s day-to-day paviner. "Din”
Land again lent a hand. And
others might be mentioned,

Yet in the official Air Force
account of this matter,

thel,

mizin cradit for the success: of]:

{he reconnaissance satellite is|
nonetheless given to Bisse!l];

August, 1960, when the first
of the new; “‘hirds” with see-

ing, remembering eyes viade|

its successful flight, is a date
that will be remembered in
hxstéry books.

11‘ IS A DATE with much|

b@anng, to begin with, on|

the silly controversy abotd

the missile gap. Until weq.

knew the Soviets had not deq
plaggd the intercontinents]
ballistic missiles that they
were .entirely capable of pro
dueing, the only safe course
wias to assume that the So;
viets were indeed producing
and deploying those wulti
mate 'weepons. Their failurg
to do 99 was in fact a gigantig
error.’

But after August, 1960, wr
began. to know that the
ICBMs :were not there; and
this in turn changed the onf
tire strategic aspect of ihg
world .by the time President]
Kentuclty .took office. No his
torian or -analyst can com
pute what this true knowl
edge has since: been worth, in
the despefate days of the sec
ongd. Cuban crisis, for. (ni

stance, o much earlicr, wheny,

Khrushchev at Vienna threat
ened & big war over Berlin.
Such, then, is the debt

owed ‘to DJck Bissell. As ng.

happe’ns to be this erortPrs
oldest frlﬁ“.dd the debt is herd
ackndwlédged with pride. Bu
every thinking American wil
surely w} h to say “ThanH
you'sa pod luck” to thig
excepliohl public servan
who i now returning to pri
vate hfe
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